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Introduction
To support our system of continuous licensing, 
all establishments licensed in our anatomy, 
post-mortem, public display and research sectors 
are required to provide us with periodic updates 
of licensing information and to complete a 
questionnaire. This helps us to maintain oversight 
of the sectors we regulate, guide our regulatory 
approach to each sector, and inform the scheduling 
of site-visit inspections. These ‘compliance updates’ 
have been collected every two years since the first 
round in 2011. 
 
In December 2015, we completed the collection 
of compliance information for the anatomy sector. 
This ‘snapshot’ report presents selected findings 
from these compliance updates and provides a brief 
analysis of the trends and themes. We hope that this 
report will be useful to people working in the sector, 
as well as to members of the public who have an 
interest in human anatomy.   

For the 2015 compliance updates, we received 
information from all 36 establishments licensed in this 
sector. This summary report shows that HTA-licensed 
anatomy establishments are largely compliant with 
HTA’s licensing standards. This reflects the widely 
held respect for the gift of body donation and the 
genuine commitment to upholding the dignity of the 
deceased. 

Data from the submitted compliance updates is 
analysed and any points requiring clarification 
are followed up with individual establishments. If 
necessary improvements are put in place with our 
support. Compliance data is evaluated and, along 
with information such as the length of time since the 
last inspection, is used to prioritise establishments for 
inspection. 

Feedback on the compliance update questions and 
the process was sought and was very positive about 
both. The instructions were found to be clear, the 
accompanying guidance useful and the submission 
process much improved. However, we are not 
complacent, and we will use the comments to further 
improve future data collections.
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Key findings

Storage arrangements for bodies
Figure 1 illustrates the representative number of donated bodies received by 

anatomy establishments each year. All establishments that receive bodies reported 

that the number of bodies they receive each year is sufficient to undertake licensed 

activities and meet training needs. 

Figure 1. Number of bodies received by anatomy establishments each year. For each 
column, the numerical value is the number of establishments.
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Key findings

Figure 2. Information on the use of fresh frozen material by anatomy establishments.
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Fresh frozen material
The use of fresh frozen material for training provides lifelike opportunities for 

practitioners to practise techniques and procedures without posing any risks to 

patients. The increasing demand for such training has led to an increase in the 

demand for fresh frozen material. Initially, all this material was sourced and imported 

from overseas suppliers but there is increasing availability and use of material from 

UK body donors. 

In terms of preservation methods, there is still a widespread use of ‘traditional’, 

formalin-based embalming. Out of 36 establishments, two store Thiel-embalmed 

bodies and body parts and five establishments store plastinated bodies and body 

parts. In addition, eight out of 36 establishments store frozen bodies and body 

parts. 

Out of 36 establishments, eight purchase fresh frozen material, with a further 6 

establishments planning to increase their activity in this area (Figure 2). 
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Key findings

Figure 3. Preservation types used at licensed establishments. Numbers in brackets are 
the number of establishments.
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Storage of relevant material for research
Fourteen anatomy establishments (44%) hold relevant material for ‘research in 

connection with disorders, or the functioning, of the human body’, which is a 

scheduled purpose under the Human Tissue Act 2004. Out of 36 establishments, 

two establishments include research tissue banks under their anatomy licensing 

arrangements. 

Preservation information
A number of preservation methods are used by anatomy establishments (Figure 3). 

Out of 36 establishments, two carry out Thiel embalming, and 12 establishments 

undertake fresh frozen preservation. 
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Governance arrangements at licensed establishments
The majority of licensed establishments have good quality management and 

governance systems in place, with 34 out of 36 establishments undertaking regular 

traceability audits. We will follow-up with the remaining two establishments 

through inspections this business year.
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We hope you found this short report interesting. The next round of compliance 

updates is being planned for 2017/2018.

If you have any comments or questions, please contact us at enquiries@hta.gov.uk 

or visit our website.


